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INTRODUCTION. 


HE following work will be conduéted by a 

fociety of gentlemen, who, in a great mea< 

fures; have made it the ftudy of their lives, 

to aim at fome degree of excellence in feveral 

branches of writing; from which affociation our readers 
may depend upon variety at leaft: but as the undertakers 
have had the honour of a favourable reception feparately, 
they cannot defpair of the fame fuccefs when their endea« 
vours are united. In this performance they hope to appear 
as politicians without party, hiftorians without prejudice, 
philofophers without morofenefs, critics without ill-nature, 
and as men of rational pleafure without wantonnefs. — 
And befides thefe more ferious articles, they prefume they 
can acquit themfelves, with fome addrefs, in the various 
and entertaining characters of poet, painter, player, and 
mufician. The amefement of the ladies will likewife be 
attended to in the profecution of this defign; and, in all 
other refpects, their utmoft abilities will be exerted to me- 
rit the public efteem, withoup which they neither exped& 
Az nor 
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‘nor defire to fucceed. ‘Fo conclude, as they will ever be 
glad to give inftruction, as far as it may be in their power, 
‘fo, reciprocally, will they be proud of receiving it, by the 
means of ingenious and communicative correfpondents :— 
a leflon which was taught them by thofe two excellent 
lines of Chaucer, which they have chofcn for their motto. 





oniednate 


‘ 


Some TuoucutTs ov the Englifh Language. 


AV ING in our frontifpiece given, as it were, at one 
H view, a fketch of the rife, progrefs, and perfection of the 
Englifh language, fome thoughts on its nature and excellency, it is 
prefumed, will be both acceptable and entertaining. I fhall firft 
begin with the objections which are made to it, and that the rather, 
as-they all redound to its honour, ‘The firft objection that 1 thajl 
mention is, its flu¢iuating ftate and incertitude ef duration. 


No longer mow the golden age appears, 

When patria ch-wits Juri uda thoufand years 3 
Noa length of fame, our fecond life, is lof, 

And bare threefcore is all een that can boaft ; 
Our fans their fathers failing language fee, 

And fuch as Chaucer is, fall Dryden ée. 


Mr. Benfow has been before-hand with me in the refatation of 
this paflage of Pope ; for he has jufily obferved, that as long as 
our admirable verfion of the bible continues to be read in 
churches, there will remain a perpetual ftandard for the language ; 
and here I cannot avoid commending Mr. ‘Yohnfon’s judgment in 
having his eye principally upon this authority in his dictionary, a 
work which I look upon with equal pleafure and amazement, as I 
do upon St. Paul's cathedral ; each the work of ove man, each the 
work of an Eng/lifbman. 


A fecond objection. againft our mother-tongue is its being 2 
medley of others, and that it has not a right to fet up for a Jan- 
guage by iticlf. One would imagine that the difficulty which 
foreigners find in obtaining a competent knowledge of the Eng- 
“jk, would be a fatisfattory anfwer to this pofition. ‘There 
is.no language inthe world but has its derivatives from others, the 
Kiebrew alone perhaps excepted. But what our language is 

charge-. 
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© Romans and Gothic, or northen c 
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chargeable with, on this fcore, is greatly to its advantage, and is, 
in fact, one of the greateft matters that can be faid in its behalf. 
We have culled the flowers from others, and at the fame time 
have rejected the weeds. ‘The Spanif> is too grave, folemn, and 
formal ; the French too light, precipitate, and coxcomical. The 
Hralian is over-foftened and emafculated with a redundancy of 
vowels; as the German is burthened and rendered barbarous 
by an harfh, unutterable, difagreeable concurrence of confonants. 
But the Engii/h tongue is majeftic without ftiffnefs, lively without 
lightnefs, mufical without effeminacy, and nervous without rough- 
nefs ; which obfervations are enough to make us allow its fupe- 
riority over all the modern languages at leaft, notwithftanding the 
aflertion of our * noble countryman to the contrary. 


It is farther alledged, that the Exg/i/> abounds too much with 
monofyllables ; a charaéteriftical defect not to be met with in 
other languages. But why is ita defect ? Is it becaufe from hence 

there 





* Sir WittraM TEMPLE 5 whofe wvords run thus, “ The three 
** modern tongues (/ays he ) moft efteemed, are Italian, Spanijh, 
“and French ; all imperfeét dialects of the noble Roman ; firlk 
“ mingled and corrupted with the harfh words and terminations 
“* of thofe many different and barbarous nations, by whofe inva- 
“* fions and excurfions the Rowan empire was long infefted : they 
** were afterwards made up into thefe feveral languages, by tong 
“ and popular ufe, out of thofe ruins and corruptions of the 
“* Latin, and the prevailing lang iguages of thofe nations, to which 
“ thefe feveral provinces came in time to be moft and longeft fub- 
“ jected, (as the Gorhs and Moors in Spai in, the Goths and Loubards 
* in /taly, the Franks in Gaul) befides a mingle of thofe tongues 
“¢ which were original to Gaw/ and to Spain before the Roman 
** conquefts and oe there. Of thefe, there may be 
“ fome remainders in Bi/cay oF the Afurians ; ; but I doubt, whe- 
“ ther there be any - the old Galic in France, the fubjetion 
“ there having been more univerfal both to the Romans and 
“ Franks. But I do not find the mountainous parts on the north 
“ of Spain were ever wholly fabdued, or formerly governed, 
* either by the Romans, Goths, or bes rracets, no more than Wales 
& by Romans, Saxons, or Normar after their tee 45 in our 
sii illand, which has preierved the ancient £ Bifeayn and Priti/b more 
“ intire, than any native tongue hs ovinces where the 
ue Ks, reached, and were 
“© for any time eftablil hed. It is eafy to in nagine how imperfect 
“ copies the/e modern laneuages, thus cot npoted, muft needs be 
“ of to excellent an origi: al, bein g patched up out of the con- 
“ ceptions, ax well as founds, of iuch barbarous or inflaved 
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there arifes fach a comprehenfive énergy, that an Englifhman cap 
exprefs the fame idea in one fyllable, for which purpofe a French- 
man mutt make ufe of three ? A bad writer indeed may croud fo 
many of them together as to form very unmufical periods, efpe- 
cially in verfe. But a good one, on the reverfe, will turn this 
feeming deficiency into a real beauty. In Adam and Eve's morn- 
ing hymn, Mi/ton gives us thefe charming lines, 

His praife, ye winds, that from four quarters blow, 

Breathe foft, or loud; and wave your tops, ye pines, 

With every plant, in fign of worfbip, wave. 
The fecond of thefe verfes, which is the moft harmoniots, confifts 
wholly of monofyllables ; the preceeding has but one diffyllable, 
and the laft but two. Again, 

Bear on your wings, and in your notes, bis praife ; 

Speak ye, who bef can tell, ye fons of light. 
With a thowfand inftances of the like nature. 


The laft objection that occurs to me, at prefent, is, that out 
tongue wants univerfality, which feems to be an argument againft 
its merit. This is owing to the affectation of Engli/bmen, who 
prefer any language to their own, and is not to be imputed toa 
defect in their native tongue. But this objection, if fuch it be, is 
vanifhing daily ; for I have been affured, by feveral ingenious 
foreigners, that in many places abroad, /ra/y in particular, it is 
become the fafhion to ftudy the Englifb tongue. 


I fhall now prefent the reader with a few loofe thoughts on 
our native language in contradiftin€tion to certain others. 


In refpect to the Greek, I am afraid we muft yield up the palm ; 
for that tongue, like the writers in it, without doubt, remains un- 
rivaled. There is an incredible analogy between the humour of 
a people, and their particular forms of {peech ; hence the ftupidity 
of a Dutchman, the gravity of a Spaniard, and the levity of a 
Frenchman, are immediately difcernable. No wonder then that 
the Grecians, who thought and aéted beyond the reft of mankind, 
fhould convey their fentiments in a manner fuitable to fuch fupe- 
rior uncommon advantages. 


But, though I readily give up the point to the Jonians, Holians, 
and Dorians, I fhall not be fo complaifant to the Romaas ; for, 
nothwithftanding the many obligations our tongue has to the 
Latin, I muft infift upon it, we have an intrinfic force in ours 

which 
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which they cannot come up to. In the firft place, the Latin is 
extremely defeétive, which * one of the moft elegant of all their 
writers complains of in the following verfes : 

Nec me animi fallit 

Diffcile illuftrare Latinis verfibus effe, 

Multa novis verbis prafentim cum fit agendum 

Propter EGESTATEM LINGUR & rerum novitatem. 
Which literally tranflated runs thus, “ Nor does it efcape me, 
« that it will be difficult to illuftrate (my philofophy) in Lasix 
« verfe, efpecially as many things mutt be handled in new forms 
“ of fpeech, on account of the poverty of the language, and 
“ the noveiTy of the fubjeét.”. The eloquent Cicero himfelf 
found this inconveniency, and, in his familiar epiftles, is often 
obliged to make ufe of Greek words, 


Secondly, The affefted placing, or rather mif-placing, the words, 
which in profe obtains in this language only, is frequently em- 
barafling it by introducing obfcurity, and though it tunes the 
found, yet difcompofes the fenfe. In all good Exg/i/> writers the 
periods in general flow according to the order of the ideas, from 
whence arifes a perfpicuity, which is the firft beauty in all lan- 
guages : with regard to the compounding of words, and forming 
two, fometimes three, into one, which has an admirable effect in 
poetical compofitions, the Eng/ifh is incomparably preferable to 
the Latin, nor is lefs fuperior to it in concifenefs, than it is in 
perfpicuity. 


The Italian, Spanifb, and efpecially the Portuguexe, being ma- 
nifeftly corrupted Latin, we thall not contend with ; for, if our 
tongue can bear up againft the Roman, a fortiori, it muft excel the 
three abovementioned. 


I come now to the French, that fafhionable, that univerfal 
language. Indeed, there are good reafons to be given why it 
is fo ; but that it by no means deferves to be fo, I fhall endea- 
vour to demonftrate. ‘To begin with their orthography. What 
can be more abfurd, unnatural, and ridiculous, than to fet down 
2 parcel of letters, which are to be of no ufe in pronunciation 
at all! It is true, indeed, we have fome few words, to which the 
fame abfurdity may be imputed, but they are, for the moft part, 
imported from them, and I wifh they had them again with all 


my 





* Lucretius. 
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my heart, for we have better to fupply their places. From their 
erthography let us proceed to their pronunciation, which opera- 
tion, if accurately performed, fhould be through the nofe, fo as 
to imitate, as much as poflible, the found of a poft-horn, It 
muft be acknowledged that they have a great many eminent 
writers ; but thefe illuftrious perfonages would have wrote as 
good fenfe in High Dutch, if that had been their native language. 
"The tedioufnefs and prolixity of the French profe can be equalled 
by nothing but the burlefque manner of their verfification. Their 
heroic meafure, in which their moft ferious authors, namely, their 
epic and tragic poets, write, may very well be fang to the tune of 
* A cobler there was, and he liv'din a fiall.” As for example, 
Jeune F wvaillant héros, dont la haute fagefe 
N’ eft point le fruit tardif d'une lente vieillefe, 
Et qui feul fans minifire, a lexemple des Dieux 
Sauticns tout par toi-méme, SF vois tout par tes yeux. * 
Derry down, down, down, 
Derry down. 


After having fpoken thus freely (and I hope juftly) of the 
French tongue, it would be a grofs affront to our own, fhould I 
draw any parallel between them. The Englijh profe, fuch I 
mean as is made ufe of in converfation, is admirably adapted to 
exprefs the fentiments of a brave, fenfible, fincere people, in a 
refolute, determinate, and open manner. ‘The pronunciation from 
a good voice is mufical and manly, and can yie!d to nothing in 
harmony, except the poetry of it. ‘The Exg/i/> heroic verfe is art 
iambic meafure of five feet, and in tragedy we have fometimes a 
perfect iambic of fix fect. As, 


I fnatch'd the glorious golden opportunity. 
The fame as, 
Beatus ille qui procul negotiis. 
The iambic, though ufed by the Latin tragedians, is too quick 


a meafure for the purpofe. But the Englifh tongue, abounding 
more 





—e 


* Befides this burlefque movement in the French verfification, 
there is another abfurdity fo grofs, and fo deformed, that it is 
monftrous, viz. Making two lines, whofe endings are exa¢tly 
fimilar, ferve for rhimes : 

Sageffe, don du ciel, fow'iens mon harmonie : 
Ye chante du tres-haut la puifance injinie, 
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more with monofyllables and confonants, adds a weight and 
dignity to the fpirit of the * meafure, fo that, upon the whole, it 
is extremely animated and majettic. 


Hail, Energeia! hail, my native tongue, 

Concifely full, and mufically firong ! 

Thou, with the pencil, hold’'ft a glorious ftrifes 

And paints the paffions greater than the life : 

In thunders now tremendoufly array’d, 

Now Soft as murmurs of the melting maid + 

Now piercing loud, and as the clarion clear, 

And now refounding rough to roufe the ear: 

Now quick as light’ning in its rapid flow, 

Now, in its fately march, magnificently flow. 
Hail, Energeia ! hail, my native tongue, 
Concifely full, and mufically firong ! 

Thou, with the pencil, hold’? a glorious frrife, 
And paints the paffions greater than the life. 





Some Account of the Life and Writings of Chaucer. 
HOUGH Chaucer was one of the greateft and moft 


univerfal genius’s that ever the world produced, we have no 
certain account of the place of his birth, or even who was his 
father. In this refpect his fate, and that of + Homer. feems to 
coincide. Let it fuffice, therefore, that he was an Exgii/bman, 
and probably of a genteel extraction, which may be fairly con~ 
jeCtured from his education. It is pretty certain, however, that 
the time of his birth was in the fecond year of Edward the IIId, 
A. D. 1328. There are no accounts that can be depended on, 
from the time of his birth, to his admiffion at Cambridge, which 
muft have been before he was eighteen ; he having publithed 
his poem, called The Court of Love, at that age, and at that uni- 
verfity. Ina fhort time he made an incredible progrefs in logic, 
B rhetoric, 





* Befides the heroic here mentioned, there are not lefs than 
thirty diferent meafures in Engli/b verfe, moft of which may be 
found in Pope's Ode on St. Cecilia’s Day. 

t He relembled Homer in many reipeéts, viz. His invention, 
‘his univerfal knowledge, his judgment ; and, towards the latter 
end of his lif, in his peregrinations. 
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rhetoric, poetry, philofophy, mathematics, and divinity. When 
he left the univerfity he went into Frazce, and the Low Countries ; 
but what period of time he fpent in his travels, can by no means 
be determined. On his return home, he entered himfelf a ftudent 
of the Middle Temple, in order to make himfelf a mafter of the 
municipal laws of his country. When he had fatisfied himfelf in 
this particular, he betook himfelf co court, where he was made 
the king’s page, in thofe days a very honourable office, as the 
poflefior had a ready and frequent accefs to the royal prefence. 
About the year’ 1360, he married Philippa, youngeft daughter to 
Sir Pagen Rouet; and in procefs of time became very intimate 
with the powerfal duke of Lancafter, by whofe favour and in- 
tereft, he foon found him(elf in pofleffion of one thoufand pounds 
per annum, at that time an immenfe fortune; which not only 
exalted him to keep up the dignity of his character, but gave 
him a full {cope to exert his natural benevolence and generofity. 
But notwithftanding his great wealth, and honourable employ- 
ments, he was too much embaraffed and entangled in affairs of 
ftate to be happy ; and however eafy he was in his circumftances, 
he was far from being fo in his mind. The duke of Lancafter, 

- who had been his greateft patron and benefactor, expe&ted the 
fruits of the faveurs he had conferred on him, by a ready com- 
pliance with him in all his ambitious defigns. He accordingly 
experienced, from Chaucer's gratitude, all that he could defire ; 
and our bard hed fo far involved himfelf by his attachment to 
the duke’s party, that he was obliged to abandon his native 
country, and to take refuge in Zealand, where he was reduced 
to the utmoft diftrefs, remittances from his own eftate being ftopt 
ty the means of fome perfons, who had been greatly obliged to 
him. From the Lozw Countries he returned privately to England, 
but was deteéted, arrefted, and fent prifoner to the tower, by the 
king's command. However, upon making certain cifcoveries, 
and figning a kind of recantation, he obtained his majefty's 
parcon. Ie was fome time before he recovered the thock this 
uffair gave him; and his circumftances being reduced to the 
lowelt ebb, and being deferted by his friends at court, he retired 
to Wsotieck, the place of his refidence in happier times. Here 
he gave humfelf up entirely to philofophy and the mufes, and drew 
upen contentment for the deficencies of fortune. 


The duke of Lancefter, at laft, having got the better of his 

— eT . si 2 - Cae SF 
troubles, his party held up their head agaia ; and, about the acth 
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year of the king, he married lady Catherine Sxynford, fifter to 
Chaucer’s wife, and procured a legitimacy, by a& of parliament, 
for the natural children he had by her. By means of this alli- 
ance, Chaucer's fon, Thomas, became related to moft of the nobi- 
lity, and to feveral kings of Exgland. And now the affairs of 
Chaucer once more took a happy turn ; he obtained feveral royal 
grants, and acquired a confiderable fortune ; but being on the 
verge Of life, at the age of feventy years, he retired to Dunningtons 
Cafile, near Newbury ; from whence, after two years refidence, 
being called to London upon bufinefs, partly with old age, and 
partly with fatigue, he fell fick and died, Oober the 25th, 1400; 
with a true Roman intrepidity, and, what is infinitely creater, a 
true Chriftian refignation. He compofed an * ode in the agonies 
of death, which is as much beyond that celebrated trie of Ha- 
@rian, as the fan is brighter than a glow-worm. With reeard to 
his,perfon, he was reckoned one of the handfemett men of his 
time ; his temper, notwithftanding the gaicty of fome of his 
writings, was referved and modeit ; his difpofition was very 
amorous in his younger, but as he advanced in years, prudent, 
geligious, and philofophical. 

B 2 We 





* For the fatisfaftion of the reader, I fhall infert this ode, as 
it has been. (not badly) modernized. 


Good Councils of Chaucer, written in the Azonies of Death. 
I. 
Flee from the croud, and be to virtue true, 
Content with what thou het, tho’ it be fmall; 
To hoard brings hate ; nor loi thoughts puriue ; 
He, who climbs high, endangers many « fall. 
Envy’s 2 fhade that ever waits on fame, 
And oft the fun, that raifes it will hide ; 
Trace not in life a vaft expenfive fcheme, 
But be thy wifhes to thy itate ally’ 
Be wild to others, to thyielf fevere ; 
So tiuth thall fhield thee, or from hurt, or fear. 


II. 
Think not of bending all thi ings to thy will, 
Nor vainly hope that fortune fhall befricud ; 
Inconfiant fhe, but be thou conftant still, 
Whate’er betide, unto an heneit end. 
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We come now to confider the writings of Chaucer, from which 
we hall find, that if not the greateft, he was, without controverfy, 
the moit univerfal genius that ever was. Whether he wrote in ' 
verfe or profe, ferious or humorous, he was equally himfelf, equally 
incomparable ; and when we reflect that he had the language in 
2 manner to makeyas he wrote it in, what matter of amazement 
does jt afford? There is nota fingle {pecies of poetry in which 
this great man has not left fome fpecimens of his excellency. To 
begin with the loweft, for fuch I deem the epigrammatic to be ; 
notwithftanding Dr. South’s opinion to the contrary. ‘There is not 
a ballad of his, but concludes with a turn as fmart as any in 
Martial, After the epigrammatic, the paftoral and defcriptive 
kind of poetry rifes next in order ; and in this, perhaps, he never 
had an equal. And here give me leave to quote what one of his 
great admirers juftly obferves upon this head: “‘ The {pringing 
«* fun glows warm in his lines, and the fragrant air blows cool in 
«* his defcriptions ; we {mell the {weets of the bloomy haws, and 
“‘ hear the mufic of the feathered choir, whenever we take a 
** foreft-walk with him ; the hour of the day is not eafier to be 
“‘ difcovered, from the reflection of the fun in Titan's paintings, 
“ than in Chaucer’s morning land{capes !" Whoever is in doubt 
of this, may be fully convinced by confulting the Cuckow and 
Nightingale only. 







































‘That he was an admirable fatirift, his P/owman’s Tale alone is 
a fufficient proof, That he was capable of writing as excellent 
comedy, 





Yet needlefs dangers never madly brave, 
. Kick not thy naked foot againft a nail ; 
Or, from experience, the folution crave, 

If well and pitcher ftrive which fhall prevail, 
Be in thy caufe, as in thy neighbour's, clear ; 
So truth fhall fhield thee, or from hurt or fear, 


II. 
Whatever happens, happy in thy mind 
Be thou, nor at thy lot in life repine ; 
He *feapes all ill, whofe bofom is refign’d, 
Nor way, nor weather, fhall be always fire. 
Befide, thy home’s not here, a journey this, 
A pilgrim thou, then hie thee on thy way ; 
if Look up to Gop, intent on heav’nly blifs, 
Hh Take what the road affords, and praifes pay. 
di Shun brutal lufts, and feek the foul’s high {phere ; 
So truth fhall fhield thee, or from hurt or fear, 
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comedy, appears from his Canterbury Tales, which work indeed 
is a kind of dramatic performance ; and the charaéter of the 
Hoft or Landlord in particular, is fupported with as much humour 
and propriety as Shake/pear’s Sir John Falfaff. His fongs, and 
elegies, are mafter-pieces in their kinds; and we are affured, 
from no lefs authority than that of Mr. Dryden, that his Knight's 
Tale is a perfe& epic poem. 


I have already given a fample of Chaucer’s lyric eminency ; £ 
fhall give one more in his own language, unmodernized ; toge- 
ther with a fpecimen of his ftyle in profe, with which I fhall 
conclude this article. ‘The initial ftanzas of Chaucer’s ode, when 
in the tower, remain to his immortal honour, both as a poet and 
a Chriftian. And his dedication of his treatife, of the Aftrolabie, 
to his fon Lewis, demonftrates the tender parent, as well asthe 
matterly writer. 


A Ballade. 
ee Mercifull and O merciable 
« Kyng of kynges, and father of pitee 


«* Whofe might and mercie is incomperable 

«* O prince eterne, O mightie Lorde faie we 
« To whom mercie is given of propertie 

« On thy feruaunt that lieth in prifon bounde 
« Haue thou mercie or that his harte wounde. 


« And that thou wilt graunt to him thy prifoner 
«¢ Free libertie, and lofe hym out of pain 
s¢ All his defires, and all his heauie chere 
“ To all gladneffe thei were reftored again 
«« Thy high vengeance, why fhould that not refrain 
«* And fhewe mercie, fith he is penitent 
« Now helpe hym lorde, and let him not be fhent 


** But fith it is fo, there is a trefpas done 
«* Unto mercie let yelde the trefpaffour 
«* It is her office to redreffe it fone 
“* For trefpaffe to mercie is a merrour 
‘ And like as the fwete hath the price by fourt 
‘ So by trefpaffe mercie hath all her might 
Without trefpafle, mercie hath lacke of light 


ta 
-~ 


** What thould phifike doe but if fikenes were 
“ What nedeth falue, but if there were fore 


What 
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ee 
«“ 
“ 
“ec 
«“ 
“« 
Ge 


« What nedeth drink, wher thirft hath no power 
« What fhould mercie doe, but trefpas goe afore 
« But trefpas be, mercie woll be little ftore 

“ Without trefpas never execufion 

** Maie mercie haue ne chief perfeCtion.” 


Chaucer’s Dedication of the’ Aftrolabie to bis Son. 


YTEL Lowys my fonne, I perceiue well by certaine 
euidences thyne abylyte to lerne fcyences, touching 
nombres and proporcions and alfo' well confydre I thy befye 
prayer in efpecyal to lerne the tretyfe of the Aftrolabye. Than 
for as moche as a philofopher faithe, he wrapeth hym in his 
friende, that condifcendeth to the ryghtfull prayers of his 
friende : Therfore I haue given thee a fuafficient Aftrolabye 
for oure orizont, compowned after the latitude of Oxenforde : 
Upon the whiche by mediacion of this lytell treatife, I purpofe 
to teache thee a certaine nombre of conclufyons, pertainynge to 
this fame inftrument. I fay a certaine of conclufyons for thre 
cauies, the firft caufe is this : Trufte wel that all the conclufy- 
ons that have been founden, or ells poflibiye might be founde 
in fo noble an inftrument as in the Aftrolabye, ben unknowen 
rerfitely to any mortal man in this region, as I fuppofe. .Ano- 
ther caufe is this, that fothely in any cartes of the Aftrolabye 
that I haue yfene, ther ben fome conclufyons, that wol not in 
all thinges perfourme her beheftes : and fome of hem ben to 
harde to thy tender age of ten yere toconceiue. This treatiie 
deuided into fiue parts wil I fhewe the wonder light rules and 
naked wordes in Englifhe, for Latine ne canft thou nat yet but 
fmale, my litel fonne. But neuertheleffe fuffifeth to the thefe 
trewe conclufyons in englifhe, as wel as fuffifeth to this noble 
clerkes grekes thefe fame conclufions in greke, and to the 
Arabines in Arabike, and to Jewes in Hebrewe, and to the 
latin folke in Latyn : whiche Latyn folke had hem firlte out 
of other diuers languages, and write hem in her owne tonge, 
that is to faine in Latine. 


« And god wote that in all thefe languages and in manye mo, 
..aue thefe conclufyons ben fufficyentlye lerned and taught, and 
yet by diuers rules, right as diuers pathes leaden diuers folke 


« the right way to Rome. 


* Now 


ees - 


and MONTHLY MEMORIALIST. ¥5 


«© Now wol I pray mekely euery perfon difcrete, that redeth 
or heareth this litel treatife to haue my rude ententing excufed, 
and my fuperfluite of wordes, for twocaufes. The firl caufe 
is, for that curious endityng and harde fentences is ful heuy at 
ones, foch a childe tolerne. And the feconde caufe is this, 
that fo the lyme feemeth better to writen unto a childe twife a 
good fentence, than he forgete it ones. And Lowis if it fo be 
that I fhewe the in my lith Englithe, as trew conclufyons touch- 
ing this mater, and notonely 2s trewe but as many and fubti 
conclufyons, as bene yfhewed in latin, in any comon treatife of 
the Aftrolabye, conne me the more thanke, and praye god faue 
the kinge, that is lorde of this langage, and all that him faith 
beareth, and obeicth euerich in hts degre, the more and the 
Jaffe. But confydre thwell, that I ne ufurpe not to have 
founden this wetke of my labour or of mine engin. I nam 
but a Jeude compilatour of the laboure of olde Aftrologiens, 
and haue it tranflated in myn englifhe onely for thy dodtrine : 
« and with this {werde fhal 1 Mene enuy. 
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Differtation on Linerty of Government. 


HERE are but two general kinds of government in the 
world : the one exercifed according to the arbitrary com- 
mands and pleafure of fome particular perfon ; and the other ac- 
cording to certain orders, or laws, introduced by agreement, or 
cuftom, and not to be altered without the confent of many. But 


it is obfervable, that the more northern and fouthern nations have 





always fived under fingle and 
under the more temperate climates, efpecially in Europe, have been 
accuftomed to more modraie governmenis. 


arbitrary dominions ; while thofe 


Lizerty infpires a noble and elevated confidence, which 
naturally enlarges the mind, and gives it an emulation to trace 
out new roads towards attaining the fciences: but a ftate of fr- 
vility depreties the foul, and fills the miad with a timorous circum- 
fpection. Greece and Rome were {tates of Linerty, and fates of 
learning : their glorious kind of /ree/om produced illefirious 
writers : but the lois of Linerry was followed by the decay of 
wit, and the ruin of polite literature 
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Greece had more great men, of all kinds, in the age of Plate 
alone, when its Liserties flourifhed, than in all the many ages 
between Perfeus, the laft king of Macedon, and the taking of Cox- 
frantinople by the Turks, amounting to feventeen hundred years. 
The Romans fubdued Greece by their arms; and Greece made 
Rome a captive to her arts : foreven the elder Cato learnt Greek 
in his old age ; though he was at firft againft thefe improvements, 
which he apprehended would too much emafculate the rough 
genius of the Romans. Nothing is too difficult for Liserry : 
for that freedom which made the Greeks and Romans mafters of the 
world, made them matters of all the learning in it, and the fore~ 
moft of mankind. 


The decay of learning began in the time of Augufus, who had 
invaded the Liserries of his country, or at leaft held the rein 
with which his uncle Fud/ius had firft bridled Rome. Tacitus was 
their laft great hiftorian, and Fuvena/ their laft great poet ; both 
of whom were paffionate adorers of Linerty. Ve/pafian, Titus, 
and Trajan, made feveral attempts to re-eftablifh learning; but 
in vain: for Freepom, the patronefs of learning, was no more 
to be feen, even under the reigns of thefe virtuous emperors. 


The Greeks preferved learning, fome time after it was loft by 
the Romans: for many of the Grecian cities were permitted to 
enjoy their ancient Liserties and laws, under their Roman con- 
querors. However, their vigour and fpirit were fo much damped 
by their dependance on the mercy of foreign mafters, that Dio 
and P/utarch were the only eminent authors they produced, under 
their ftate of /ervility. 


Power and fecurity are generally eftablifhed before any nation 
grows fond of the ornaments of life, and the embellifhments of 
letters : for there is a rough unhewn virtue, an unpolifhed paflion 
for Liserty, which mutt be gradually civilized and refined, by 
the rational force of philofophy, and the perfuafive flow of the 
mules. 


The ancient Britons were a brave, noble, generous, unculti- 
vated people ; refembling the Gau/s in their language, cuftoms, 
and manners : they were governed by feveral independent princes, 
and every heart was infpired with the ray of Liserty. Milton 
has given a catalogue of feventy-one of their princes from the 
landing of Brutus, 1200 years after the flood, to the invafion of 
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“Fulius Cajer, which happened about the year of the world 3950, 
and 54 years before the Chriftian ara: but Mi/ten would not 
over-haltily fubfcribe his own belief to this affertion of Geoffry of 
Monmouth ; which the great Algernon Sydney calls a jolly fucceffion 
of monarchs on the file of our botchers of hiftory. 


The Romans were bravely oppofed by the Britons, who were 
reduced as much by their own civil diffentions, as by the force 
of theirenemies. Cz/ar only impofed a tribute upon the Britons, 
which they refufed to pay to his fucceffors, who had recourfe to 
policy to effect their conqueft. The introduction of the Roman 
cuftoms into Britain, occafioned the Britons to lofe all fenfe of 
that virtue, and Lizerry, which had diftinguifhed their ancef- 
tors : they dwindled into luxury, and became a Roman province 
under the emperor Claudius, forty-four years after the birth of 
Chrift. Caraéacus, and fome other eminent Britons, made feveral 
glorious, but ineffectual, attempts for recovering the Linertips 
of their country : the Britons were over-awed, and kept under the 
yoke, in the fouthern part of the ifland : while fome of them re- 
tired to the Piés and Scots, in the northern part, and retained 
their Linerty, notwithftanding feveral of the Roman emperors 
came over in perfon to fubdue the Caledonians. 


Many Roman families were introduced into Britain, and many 
Britons were tranfplanted into the other Roman provinces. The 
Roman government in Britain was infupportable : but a period 
was put to it in the year 446, when Rome was fubdued by A/aric 
the Gorh, and the Romans evacuated Britain, after they had kept 
the poffeffion of it 443 years. 


The Pi&s and Scots jointly invaded the Britous, who had not 
Jpirit to ftand up in their own defence ; but applied for affiftance 
to the Saxons, who had rendered themfelves a formidable people, 
and took the Britous under their prote€tion, only to render them 
as miferable as they were under the Romans. The Saxons invaded 
Gaul, and eftablifhed the kingdom of France, in 420: after 
which, they came over to Britain, and founded the kingdom 
of England, in 455. 


When the Englifh and French came from Germazy to people 
Britain and Gaul, they tranfplanted with them the moderate f way 
and Liperry of the Germaas. They were at this time Pagans ; 
but they were foon converted to Chriftianity, and eftablithed that 

C excellent 
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excellent government, which, under feveral improvements, has 
been conveyed down to the prefent age: but they met with ome 
difficulties in forming their fettlements ; nor could they find any 
fure footine, without firft clearing their way, and driving the 
5? y & 
Britons up by themfelves into a corner of the ifland, where the 
P dy 
continued till the year 1212, before they were incorporated with 


England. 


The Saxon form of government was rather arifocratical, than 
monarchical; and they were diftingnifhed into the three ranks 
of noblemen, freemen, and flaves. Hengi/? eftablifhed the king- 
dom of Kent in 455 ; and the heptarchy, after iome confufion, 
was formed in 582. Thefe feven kingdoms were confidered as 
ONE grand ftate, or confederacy ; and the command of their armies 
was given to one prince, chofen out of the reft, on whom fome 
hiftorians have peculiarly beftowed the title of monarch, as having 
the precedence, and fome fuperiority, over the others. The Saxon 
revolution was entire, as far as it extended: they introduced 
their /anguage, with their government ; and thefe, together with 
their cuftoms, have defcended to their pofterity, increafed by 
other engraftments on the original ftock. Their qwittena gemot 
was like our par/iament, of which it is the fource, where they 
deliberated upon the common affairs of the feven kingdoms ; and 
every kingdom was fubject to the refolutions of the general af- 
fembly, But it is hard to trace how regularly they moved as ta 
civil affairs ; how clofely they followed their country cuftoims; or 
where they innovated, or varied, from their German forms and 
policy. Some footiteps are however difcoverable, which have 
remained to pofterity ; as the divifions of the country into Aundreds ; 
the appointing of /erif’t, and electing annual magiftrates, by the 
Peopte ; as alfo the jurifdittion and power of life and death by 
Jurizs. The whole fabric of this government was folid and 
magnificent ; equally conducive to the honour of the prince, and 
the fecurity of the fubject : but it is in Exg/and only, that this 
ancient, generous, manly government of Europe furvives, and con- 
tinues in its original perfection. 


After the formation of the heptarchy, the monarchs of the dif- 
ferent kingdoms, each in their turn, afpired at the government of 
the whole, which occafioned feveral wars among the Saxons, who 
freely thed their blood, but carefully preferved their Linertigs. 
It is remarkable, that the Saxoxs who fettled in Britaizx, acknow- 


ledged 
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ledged an hereditary right in the female line ; while thofe, who 
fettled in Fraxce, abolithed it there, by the falique law : but 
Pharamond febdued Gaul by conqueft ; and Hexgi/? planted himfelf 
in Britain by policy: 


The kingdom of the 7’ Saxons was the moft confiderable 
among the heptarchy, and was founded by Cerdic in 495. Sex 
bueghe, an excellent princefs, governed this kingdom, in 672 : 
and Ira began his reign in 690, who publifhed a body of laws, 
intituled #¢/? Saxon Lege, or the Laws of the Weft Saxons ; where+ 
by he diftinguifhed himfelf as the fir Saxon prince who regularly 
fummoned a great council, or parliament, to enact laws for the 
better government of his kingdom ; which confifted of nine ar- 
ticles, and ferved for the foundation of the /aws publifhed in the 
next century by 4/fed his fucceffor. Sigebert fhewed himfelf a 
tyrant ; but he was dethroned by his fubjects, who were a Free- 
Prope : while the Saxon heptarchy was foon after diffolved, and 
the Englife monarchy founded by Egbert. 


Thé great Egbert was of the blood-royal of the line of Cerdic ; 
but the crown was granted to him by the e/e4ion of the people, 
who, in the Janguage of their beft hiftorian, Wi//iam of Malmefbury, 
COMMANDED him to reign, in the year 800. He found the 
Saxon ftrength was degenerated, and their common Liserty 
endangered by the potency of Char/emagne, who had caufed him- 
felf to be crowned emperor of the weit: but, in 829, Egbert be- 
came the fole monarch of all the heptarchy, and was crowned 
hing of Briratn, by the con/fent both of clergy and Jaity, alembled 
in a general council, at Winchejer ; after which, all the Saxon king - 
doms were ordered to pafs under the common name of Excuanp : 
and it is obiervable, that Egdert was not only the FarHer of 
the Englifs monarchy ; but alfo the auguft ancefor, in the female 
line, of the illuftrious houfe of Hanover. 


About this time, the Danes and Normans became terrible ta 
England and France ; nor were their depredations abated, till they 
made fettlements in both countries. Indeed, they were another 
fwarm of the old northern hive, and were only a remoter branch 
of the Saxons. The Danes were formidabie at fea; and the 
naval glory of the Saxons had fubfided: but A/fed revived it in 
882; and Edgar compleaied it in 9593 which, for mhany years, 
preferved the Linerry of Euglend.  Aified was iofily called The 
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Faruer of the Englifh conftitution ; but he could not prevent the 
Danes from fettling in his dominions, while he was forming the 
origin of thofe Jaws, which have preferved the glory of England, 
and the Lizerries of Exgliffmen: befides, he founded, or at 
leat greatly augmented, the univerfity of Oxford ; and the {ciences 
Lourifhed under his protection. 


The fucceflors of A/fred bravely oppofed the incurfions of the 
Danes, till the reign of Ethelred 11. who gave his enemies an op- 
portunity of rendering themfelves more formidable than ever ; 
and notwithitanding the bravery of his fucceflor Edmund Ironfide, 
the Danes facceeded in their attempt ; for, on his death, Canute 
became the firlt Dani king of Exgland, in 1016. 


The Davif: conqueror governed England like a Saxon monarch : 
the Daxe:, in a courfe of 200 years, had intermarried with the 
Engli/> families, and were fo much incorporated as to become one 
people : the Saxon laws were confirmed, and the Dane; fubmitted 
to them: but the two fucceeding monarchs behaved like tyrants, 
which reneaved the Englif fpirit, and recovéred the Liperty of 
England : for the Saxon line was rettored, in 1041, in the perfon 
of Edward the Confeffor, who reduced the West Saxon, Mercian, and 
Danifh laws, into one body ; which are fill ix force, as the Com- 
mon Law of the land. 


Harold V1. was an ufurper ; but was deprived both of his 
crown, and his life, by an invader. This was William the Con- 
queror, who defeated Harold, in 1066, and afeended the throne ; 
which he claimed by the teflament of Edward the Confefor, without 
eny mention of conquefi ; as he was conicious that the £ng/i> were 


tenacious of their Lissaty. 


The Normans, very probably, had the fame original with the 
Danes, and eftablifhed themfelves under Ro//o, in 876, in that 
part of France to which he gave the name of Normandy. A potent 
kingdom was now enflaved by a {mall dukedom: for, after the 
battle of Haftings, the Engiifa thought no more of ftruggling for 
their Lipertizs ; becaufe the Coxgueror accepted the crown, on 
the pretence of eleétion, inftead of afferting his right by canguefi. 
He fwore to objerve the ancient /aws of the kingdom, promifed to 
protect the Lrserties of the people : but he foon attempted to 
make Lng/and a land of favery ; while the Exglye potieiions be- 

came 
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came the property of Normans, and a new race of people fpread 
themfelves over the nations. Wéilliam introduced the frodal law, 
and fome Norman cuftoms, which he engrafted on thofe of the 
Saxons. ‘The introduction of military tenures was a violent blow 
upon Englifo Linerty ; and all public aéts were made in the 
Norman tongue: fo that Exgland feemed. as if fhe was going to 
be deprived of every thing precious and valuable. But the union 
of the Norman and Saxen lines, under Henry I. promifed better 
days to England: for this prince, in 1100, confirmed his corona- 
tion oath by his charter, which confined the royal authority within 
its ancient bounds, and guarded the fubje@s from arbitrary power ? 
befides, he married the princefs Masilda, the niece of Edgar 
Atheling, who was the immediate heir of the line of Cerdic ; 
whereby the Sexes and Normans confidered themfelves only as 
one united body of Englifbmen. 


The Saxon wittena gemot was turned into the Norman parlia- 
ment, and arbitrary power was bounded by legal right. Stephen 
was ele4ed king, on condition of refloring the kingdom to its L1- 
BERTIES, abolifhing the foreft laws, and receiving thofe of Ed- 
evard the Confeffor : but the ambition of the clergy, and the power 
of the barons, were too great for the prerogative of the king, and 
England became a prey to the fury of civil wars. When king 
‘Fobn obtained the crown, he was informed, by Hudert archbifhop 
of Canterbury, “< that he afcended the throne by e/eéion, and not 
* by hereditary fuccefion ; to the end he might always remember, 
** that thofe who gave him the crown, had likewife the power to 
“ take it away.” All the kings, from William the Conqueror, 
fwore to the ftrift obfervance of the laws ; though that oath was 
regarded by none. ‘Yoh wanted to render himfelf ab//ute; and 
his people wanted as much to fcferwe their Liperty : he levied 
feveral oppreffive taxes : the pope abfolved his fubjeéts from their 
oath of allegiance ; and the king paid a fhameful fubmiffion ta 
the papal nuncio. ‘The barons entered into a confederacy to pre- 
Jerve the ConstiTUTiQN, and formally demanded the re-eftablifo- 
for, with the renewal of 


( {> 
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ment Of the Laws of Edward the Cz 
the charter of Henry 1. The king fwore, he would never grant 
his-fubje&s fuch Linerties as would make himfelf a fave : but 
the barons took to their arms, and compelled the monarch to meet 
them in Runnemead, cr the Mord of Council, between Staines and 
Wiadfor ; where, on the 5th of Yaune 1215, they obtained the /acred 

CHARTER: 
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Cuarter of their Lisertizs, called Macna Cuarta; ag 
alfo the charter of the Linertiss of the Forest. 


Thefe charters are the foundation of the Exglifh Lisertizsy 
and the du/wark of the Brit Constitution. Some princes 
have imprudently endeavoured to break this facred barrier ; but 
they found the /pirit of the people above fuch an innovation ; and 
they fuffered for their temerity. However, the Birt or Ricuts, 
made in confequence of the Revo.urion, is declaratory of thofe 
Lissrtiés to which Englibmen are intitled ; and, Gop grant, 
they may never be violated ! 

R. 





Bencrart’s Intelligence. 


HEREAS Mr. Beacraft, the charitable founder of 

thofe alms-houfes that bear his name, did, on his demife, 
declare his refolution of re-vifiting his friends again within the 
fpace of thirty years, and in confequence of fuch a refolution took 
the following neceflary precautions, viz. He ordered a glais door 
over his coffin, in order to see his way back again, kept the key 
with him very carefully, and left a genteel appointment for a 
grave matron from time to time to watch his motions, &c. 
Puszic Norice is hereby given, that the faid Mr. Bencraft 
has proved, by fome years, better than his word, and is now 
atually returned with a large packet of letters to all the mof 
confiderable and remarkable perfonages in the three kingdoms. 
But fince we live in an age notorious for its incredulity, it was 
judged extremely a propos to fubjoin the following manifetto. 


- © Whereas I —= Bencraft, did on ——— the —— day of 
“* —— in the year of depart this life : Be it known to all 
« men, that I Am, at this time, alive and well ; and have brought 
“a maifZfong with me from the illuftrious dead, and have lodged 
* it in the hands of Mr. 7. Gardner, at Cow/ey’s-Head, oppofite 
St. Clement’s-Church in the Strand, for the ufe of the proprietors 
of a work intitled, The Univer/al Vifiter, and Monthly Memorialift. 





‘* Signed BENCRAFT« 
*¢ Witnefs 


«© Anthony Spriggings, 
& Femyma Godina.” 
We 
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We fhall, with many thanks to the generous Mr. Beneraft, 
make u f the intelligence he has procured us, and fhall com 
mumcate one or more of the letters every mor 


lf, after what has been faid, any perfon fhould have the 
aveakne/s to doubt of the truth of this event, Mr. Bexcraft will 
wait upon him in propria perfona in order to’ give him oculag 
demonftration. 
Magna eft veritas, S pravalebit. 


From Mr. Betterton to David Garrick, E/q; 


By Favour of Mr. Bencraft. 
Dear Sir, 

HE many accounts we daily receive of your various 
i % and diftinguifhed excellencies, induced me to embrace an 
opportunity of paying my refpects to you, which the good nature 
of Mr. Bencraft has thrown in imy way. The ftudy of nature, 
through the works of Sake/pear, it feems, you have particularly 
attended to, an infallible method of enfuring your fame and for- 
tune. Jn my time, I cannot fay whether I had more diverfion or 
vexation in feeing poor Shake/pear played-away by the actors. I 
have fecn Ham/et bullying his father’s ghoft, a preaching Othello, 
and the part of King Lear done, or rather undone, by a jack- 
pudding. The firit time I appeayed in Hamlet, I terrified the 
ghoft and the audience into the bargain; they looked upon 
nature as a ftranger, and behavéd accordingly. I am glad to 
hear that you have not been afhamed to tread in my fteps. But 
why do you not att Orhe//o ? a part that in its variety, its paffion, 
its force, its tendernefs, its rage, its every thing, demand (for | 

gannot play it myfelf) David Garrick. 

Yours, 

BETTERTON, 





Thais of Corinth, to Mrs. T ¢ Pp 
at Jamaica. 


By Favour of Mr. Bencraft. 
My Dear, 
RAV O! you have out-done not only the terreftrial world, 
but, the infernal world. You have been very particular, 
and you have been very univerfal. Vice is admirable in itfelf, 
but 











af Th UNIVERSAL VISITER, 


but an apologift for vice, Oh !---encore !---encore !--- you will be 
amazed to hear me spour French, but I aflure you it is the 
language of Tartarus. You have got into a hot climate ; it will 
facilitate your matriculation. In vain will it be for me to brag 
of my Corinthian brafs, you have Exg/li/red-it out of countenance. 
Weare all ready. Good bye. 

Tuats. 


P.S. Cleopotra, Helen, and felf, defire-our beft refpeés to mifs 
4——, lady R , and all our good friends in Covent-Garden. 





From Mr. Purcel, to Dr. Boyce. 
By Favour of Mr. Bencraft. 


Dear Sir, 

H1ILE I remained upon the face of the earth, I had no 

ambition equal to that of being acquainted with Core//i: 
fince I have been im the regions of mufic and love, I have longed 
to have fome correfpondence with you. Mr. Bexcra/? will deliver 
you this. Your fonatas, your So/omon, your fongs, and above all 
your anthenis, Core//i (with whom I am now intimate) declares he 
fhould be proud toown. Go on, and let not mufic be any 
longer reckoned a foreign accomplifhment. An ENGLisHMAN 
encouraged is invincible, as well in arts as in arms. Britain 
STRIKE HOME! was (you know) of my fetting ; and were I dif- 
pofed to reject that manly, alarming air, you fhould be the only 
man that I would permit to fet it after me. 

Yours, mof? fincerely, 


H. Purcent. 


P.S. Orpheus, Amphion, Timotheus, and Corelli, defire their beft 
re{pects. 


T had almoft forgot to tell you that Orpheus, over a cup of 
neétar, drank your health in a bumper, and fpoke thefe lines ex- 
tempore : 

Orpheus, «with Jafon, won the golden frece, 

Tt is allow'd:--- fo much for tuneful Greece. 
Corelli sounpED sENSE in ev'ry Tine; 

Italia, we acknowledge bim divine : 

You juftly claim'd the laureat wreath till now : 
But, learn, there is an ENGLISHMAN !--- and bow. 


Literary 
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Literary OBSERVATIONS. 


EFORE we give our opinion of a work, which genius, 

judgment, and learning, have confpired to make traly ad- 
mirable, we think it proper to declare, that it is not our intention 
to give an account of books in general ;---there are works of that 
kind to which our readers may refer: But, if any thing extremely 
ftriking makes 1ts appearance, we cannot poflibly overlook it. 
We are not in poffeflion of the flamp of fame to fignalize the 
eminent, neither will we hold up the mark to brand perfons of a 
very different denomination. Thofe, who think themfelves neg- 
leSted, muft excufe our want of obfervation ; but we are deter- 
mined nobody sHALL BE INJURED BY THE PROPRIETORS 
of THIS WORK. 


De Sacra Poeft Hebreorum Prelectiones Academica. 
A Roserto Lourtu. 


te IS work, which for its elegance, novelty, variety, fpirit, 
and (I had almoft faid) divinity, is one of the beft perform- 
ances a has been publifhed for a century, cannot need any 
recommendation ; we pretend therefore to do it only ju/fice. There 
are undoubtedly many gentlemen and fcholars, who would be 
proud to fee, but could not conveniently come into the poffeflion 
of it. For their fakes we have taken the liberty to infert the 
following ode, which is one of the fineft that ever was wrote with- 
out infpiration, if it eas evrote without infpiration. In our next 
number we intend to be fomewhat particular on this head. 


S. 
ISRAELITARUM ENINIKION 
In Occafum Regis Regnique Babylonici : 
ODE PROPHETICA. 
ISAIA, Cap. xiv. 4,——27. 
“ E RG O infolentis corruft Imperi 
Infana moles? occidit urbium 
“ Regina victrix, nec fubacto 
“« Effera jam dominatur orbi ? 
Faftus Tyranni csatudit impios 
jehova Vindex, {ceptraque ferrea : 
“ Qui verbere haud unquam remiffo 
“ Fregit atrox populos gementes, 
D 


< 
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“ Nunc ipfe diras jure fubit vices. 
“ Pacata Tellus undique gaudio 
s* Exultat effreni, et folutos 
«* Ingeminat fine more cantus, 
* Secura fummis ftat Libani in jugis 
« Kidetque Cedrus : Sicne jaces, ferox ! 
« Jam nemo fevam, Te jacente, 
«* Per nemorum dabit alta ftragem. 
“Te propter imis concita fedibus 
* Nigrantis Orci magna fremit domus : 
“ En! luce defunctos Tyrannos, 
“* Sceptrigeras foliis ab altis 
« Excivit umbras, hofpitis in novi 
** Occurfum euntes. ‘Tene etiam, occupant, 
** 'Te viribus, Te luce caflum 
“ Confpicimus, fimilemque noftri ? 
* Orbumque faftu? Non comitum frequens 
* Deducit ordo ; non tuba, non lyre 
« Concentus ; at fqualentis Orci 
« Nox premit, et taciturnus horror : 
¢ Atturba circum plurima vermium 
«* Fervet, pererrans membra licentius, 
«« Foedumque tabo diffluentes 
“ Leta cohors populatur artus. 
« Ut decidifti cxlitus, agminis, 
Eoe, clarum fiderei decus ! 
“ Ut decidilti, qui domabas 
*« Victor ovans populos trementes ! 
* Nuper minatus : Scandam ego nubila ; 
« Stabo Sionis culmine in arduo 
« Sublimis, et qua fpectat Arcton 
« Arce facra folium lacabo : 
* Subje&ta calcabo aftra, premens polum, 
* Terramque torquens numine, par Deo. 
« At dura Te lethi profundo 
“ Vis cohibet barathro jacentem. 
* Ac forte quifquam confpicit avio 
* Deforme corpus littore : ftat diu 
“ Incertus, admotoque pronus 
“ Lumine, ‘Te propius tuetur. 
* Mox infit ; Hic eft, quem Fuga, quem Pavor 
“ Preceflit ? hic, quem terricolis gravem 
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< Strages fecuta eft, Vaftitafque ? Hic 
« Attoniti fpoliator orbis ? 
* {ndiona regum colla gravi jugo et 
« Duris catenis fubjicere infolens, 
«« Lateque diffufa ruina 
*«* Per laceras equitare gentes ? 
« Reges, tyrannique, et validim ducum 
«« Manes fuperbi, non fine gloria 
* Conduntur omnes, et repofti 
“ Sedibus in patriis quiefcunt : 
At Te, fupremis mortis honoribus, 
* Vili carentem munere pulveris, 
«¢ Inter cadentiim turpe vulgus, 
“ Sordidum et intecorem fepulchris 
« Egere avitis : Te, quia patrie 
 Tuifque iniquum ; Te, quia gentibus 
“« Fatale portentum. Malorum 
‘“ Nullus honos cineres fequetur ; 
*¢ Pena immerentes ob patrium fcelus 
#* Natos manebit. Funditus impiam 
“ Delete gentem, ne fuperbos 

“ Proroget ulterius triumphos : 
Namque ipfe confurgam, Omnipotens ait, 
«* Et nomen extinguam Babylonium, 

“* Stirpemque, natofque, ultimafque 
“ Relliquias generis nefandi ; 
© Urbemque diris alitibus dabo 
** Ferifque habendam : vaita teget palus 
“ Demerfam, et xterno profunda 
** Obruet exitio vorago. 
«* Dixit facramentum inviolabile 
« Jehova: Sic ftat confilium ; hic tenor 
*« Fatique non mutandus ordo, 

“« Terminus hic ftabilis manebit : 
Frangam fuperbas montibus in meis 
Vires tyrannorum ; eripiam truci 

“« Jugo laborantes, meorumque 

“ Ex humeris onus amovebo. 
Jehova dixit : quis dabit irritum ? 
Gentes in omnes hanc Pater en ! manum 

@ Extendit : extentam Jehove 
“ Quis potis eft cohibere dextram ?” 
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Remarks. on Mr. Voltaire’s Hiftory of the War of 
Seventeen Hundred and Forty-one. 


f Free foul manifefts itfelf in every fphere of aétion ; and 
A no man has fo general an opportunity of fhewing it, as the 
faithful hiftorian: for, as fincerity is the life of hiftory, it comes 
with an honourable afpe&t before us from the pen of an author, 
who refides in a country where the prince is an arbitrary monarch, 
and muft naturally expe&t fomewhat of that adulation which 
Virgil paid to Auguflus. 


Truth: is the beft guide to make a man write forcibly, naturally, 
and delicately : fuch a man will receive, with equal modefty, the 
commendations, and the criticifms, which are paft on his produc- 
tions : but the ancients have ftripped hiftory of all its fruit, and 
left only the leaves to the moderns ; fo that the beft hiftorian finds 
it a difficult taik to pleafe even the moderate clafs of readers. 
The beft French authors have ingenuoufly acknowledged, that the 
greateft part of their hiftorians have had but indifferent merit in 
writing of the tranfaCtions of their own country: which occa- 
fioned Evremont to fay, “ It was firange enough, that, among a 
«« people who have a fpirit to perform great things, and a vanity 
“* to {peak of them, there fhould not be one hiftorian, that an- 
«« {wered either to the dignity of the fubje&, or to their own 
* proper inclination.” Sir William Temple has made the fame 
obfervation of the Exg/i/> writers: but both thefe eminent critics 
would have been of another opinion, if they had furvived to the 
prefent generation. 


The diverfities of laws, religion, politics, and war, ought to 
be ingenioufly mingled, and difcreetly managed. Grotixs could 
penetrate into the true genius of nations, and forma juft charaer 
of perfons: he very well explained the different ftates of the 
Chriftian religion, and particularly the nature of the Spani/> go- 
vernment : he alfo pierced into the moft fecret caufes of the war, 
and the difpofttion of the people of Flanders : but he loft his re- 
putationy when he came to open the field of war, to fpeak of the 
motion of armies, the defcription of fieges, and the recital of bat- 
tles, Monfieur Voltaire has confiftently preferved the character 
of gn hiitorian: he has fome attachments ; and, peghaps, not 
illaudable : every man has a natural inclination to fpeak well of 

his 








and MONTHLY MEMORIALIST. 29 


his own country ; and he performs his duty when he fpeaks juftly: 
of other nations; which is a ftrong feature of human honefty 
every where to be traced in the writings of Voltaire: who, like 
Evremont, has been expelled his country ; yet has preferved thofe 
fentiments of liberty that would have made him worthy of the 
patronage of the moft exalted Greeks, or the moft difinterefted 


Romans. 


The hiftory of the war of feventeen hundred and forty-one, is 
the production of monfieur de Voltaire ; wherein he has fhewn 
equal fenfibility and freedom of foul. He has divided his work 
into two parts : it is concife in matter; but ample 1m facts: it 
fhews the caufes of many principal aCtions, and juftifies the 
events: the relation is pertinent, and the reflections beautiful ; 
which is that kind of hiftory wherein this author has his peculiar 
glegancies. He has been the favourite of princes, and the friend 
of minifters : no wonder if he enters radically into things ; but 
it is not common to hear fo much truth from a French writer in 
favour of Great-Byitain. 


The fir part of his work comprehends a view of the general 
ftate of Europe preceding the year 1741 : the death of the em- 
peror Charles VI. 2nd the war upon account of the 4u/frian fuc- 
ceflion ; which, together with fome account of the war between 
Great-Britain and Spain, is brought down to the battle of Det- 
tingen, and the naval engagement of Tow/ox, in 1743 and 1744. 


The fecond part contains an account of the profecution of the 
war in /taly, Flanders, and Germany, till the death of the emperor 
Charles VIL. and the battle of Fortency in 1745. 


To which is added, a fupplement of the affairs of Genoa in 
1746 and 1747. 


The whole hiftory is comprizcd in a {mall volume: but the 
value of fuch a work does not fo much confift in the quantity of 
matter, as the felection of faéts, and the judicious application of 
fuch remarks as embetlifh the narration of hiftory ; in which, it 
mutt be univerfally allowed, Mr. Ve/taire has eminently diftir 
guifhed himfelf. ‘This gentleman is the crown-hiftorian of Feaver, 
and is therefore intitled to a perufal of all the ‘tate papers: bu: 
he was not contented even with fuch materials ; for he has told 
ene of his friends in England, that he muft fearch after truth in 
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forcign countries. He was lately chamberlam to the king of 
Prujfia, and is at prefent a gentleman of the chamber to his moft 
Chriftian majefty : thefe offices, and the great favours once par- 
ticularly fhewn him at the court of Ber/ix, introduced him to the 
friendfhip of thofe minilters who direéted in the cabinet, and 
thofe generals who commanded in the field : therefore, he has 
chofen to illuftate his hiftory more by private anecdotes, and his 
own obfervations, than by a general and formal detail of faéts. 
Tacitus feems to be more his favourite than Sa//uf? ; with this 
exception, that, perhaps, Mr. Voltaire, in all: his writings, leaves 
more to fortune than to policy. 


He begins his hiftory with this remark : “ I have always 
* confidered the Chriftian powers of Europe as one great repub- 
<< lic; and that the wars carried on by thefe powers are a kind 
« of civil wars.” Henry VIII. of England interfered to preferve 
the ballance of power between the houfes of Avfria and Bourbon: 
queen Elizabeth proteted Heury IV. of France; and that king 
aimed at carrying Mr. Vo/taire’s remark into execution, by pro- 
pofing a plan for a general alliance among all the Chrittian ftates : 
but that was impoffible to be done: the ballance of power has 
fiu€tuated backwards and forwards, between the houfes of Au/ria 
and Bourbon : England has fometimes aflifted the one, and fome- 
times the other; other powers have been likewife fortuitoufly en- 
gaged, either by intereft, or neceflity ; and, by thefe means, 
Euwrope has been engaged in fo many wars. 


Mr. Voltaire has judicioufly fhewn in what manner the houfe of 
Aufiria was precluded from acceeding to the Spanifo monarchy, 
and how it accidently came into the poileffion of a younger branch 
of the houfe of Bourbon. Indeed, the partition-treaty induced 
Charles I. of Spain to a&t in fo unexpected a manner : for this 
prince, who left his crown to the grandfon of Lewis XIV. was 
himéelf a younger branch of the houfe of Aufria ; and by his 
teftament altered the whole fyftem of Europe: but Mr. Voltaire 
afferts, ** that the court of Vev/ai/kes made no follicitations to 
** Charles \J. upon this account, and had no hopes of this fuc- 
** ceflion.” However, the Spanifo monarchy was difmembered, 
by the treaty of Rafladt and Baden, in 1714. Spain afterwards 
attempted to wreft her provinces back ; but ineffeétually : though 
the war of 1734, in which Exg/and and Holland left the houfe of 
Aufiria to fhift for itfelf, was ftill productive of greater alterations 


than 
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than the will of Charles II. for, by the peace which terminated 
that war, “ a Poli king was tranfplanted to Lorrain ; the reign- 
“ ing families of the princes of Lorrain to Tu/cany ; and the fe- 
“ cond fon of the kirig of Spain to Naples: fo that Mr. Voltaire 
obferves, the French minifiry might have renewed the medal of 
Trajan, REGNA ASSIGNATA. 


The death of the emperor Charles VI. in Oober 1740, re- 
newed the flames of war in Europe: the houfe of Aujria was 
potent with in itfelf; but the imperial title was only a tinfel 
honour. All the powers of Ewrope had euarantied the indivifibi- 
lity of the Au/rian dominions ; yet moit of them confulted how 
to difmember it for their own particular advantages. The 
queen of Hungary found her fucceffion difputed by the ele&tors of 
Bavaria and Saxony, and the kings of Spain and Prufia. The 
two firft had tolerable pretenfions ; but it was amazing to fee 
the houfe of Bourbon lay a claim to the whole inheritance of the 
houfe of Aufria: and, though his Prujian majefty had a good 
claim to fome part of Silefa, nobody expected that he would get 
it all. A general war was looked upon as inevitable: but Mr, 
Voltaire juftly obferves, “* how greatly was human policy con- 
“ founded, when the ftorm arofe from a quarter where nobody 
“ at all expected it !” 


The king of Pruffa fuddenly invaded Si/efa in December 1740 2 
he took poffeffion of Bre/faw without any oppofition ; and de- 
feated marfhal Newperg at Mofwitz: but Mr. Voltaire has taken 
no notice of the fiege of G/ogaw, which was a very fingular 

§ 8 Ty ung 
one, and did more honour to his Pru/fam majefty than gainin 
WU yeity & 
a battle with the advantage of numbers as well as of difcipline. 


Mr. Voltaire obferves, that cardinal Fleury was at that time far 
advanced in years, and unwilling to engage in a war: that the 
king of Pruffa acted without any engagement with France: and 
that the court of Ver/ailles was deterred from oppofing that of 
Vienna by the guarantee of the pragmatic fandlion, which the for- 
mer had lately figned, and fworn to, in favour of the latter : but 
Paris loudly demanded this war, which was afterwards fo greatly 
condemned. Mr. Voltaire endeavours to juftify the conduct of 
cardinal Fleury, who propofed to procure the imperial crown fop 
the elector of Bavaria, and partition out the Aufirian inheritance ; 
and he makes no mention of the treaty of Nymphenburgh. At 
that time, there was not a fingle power, either within or without 

the 
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the empire, that fupported the pragmatic fanction, which fo many 
princes had guarantied : and Mr. Voltaire fays, “ England and 
« Holland were then far from holding the ballance, which they 
« always pretended to have in their hands.” The cle&tor of Ba- 
waria, at the head of a French army, in which he condefcended 
to accept of the rank of lieutenant-general, penetrated into 
Aufiria: he was joined by a body of Saxons ; and took Prague 5 
after which, he was crowned emperor : but, as Mr. Voltaire juftly 
remarks, .“« the fortune of this prince foon changed, and his very 
« elevation rendered him one of the moft unhappy princes upon 
« earth.” The hiftorian fhould have faid, that this new empe- 
ror was indebted to France for all thefe misfortunes : indeed, he 
does not openly praife the conduct of the court of Verfailles ; nor 
was it his bufinefs to condemn it; though it was highly unjutti- 
fiable : however, he pays a proper refpect to the character of the 
queen of Huagary. 


While the eleftor of Bavaria was in pofleffion of Prague, hig 
own capital was taken from him by the 4u/rians. The Bobe- 
mians and Bavarians were equally unhappy : the former were to 
have protection from their fovereign, who marched an army to 
their affiftance : but the latter foon found that their fovereign, 
though the head of the empire, could find no proteétion for him- 
felf. The kings of Great-Britain and Sardinia had promifed to 
affift her Hungarian majefty ; and they faithfully performed their 
promifes. This infpirited the queen ; and prince Charles of Lor- 
rain, on the 17th of May 1742, fought the battle of Cxaflaw 
againft the king of Prufia. Mr. Voltaire paffes over this remark- 
able battle, with only faying, “ that the king gained the victory 
“* over the prince :” but he is fomewhat particular in the little 
engagement of Sahay, which he calls a battle : though there were 
more than double the number of men killed and wounded at 
Czaflaw, than were engaged at Sabay : but we fhould not impute 
this as a defeét in Mr. Voltaire ; for, if it is partiality, which he 
is feldom liable to, it is not reproachful, becaufe national. 


Mr. Voltaire fays, « that the difafters of the French, in Bavaria 

“ and Bohemia, occafioned the treaty of Breflaw : by which they 
* loft the alliance of Prufia and Saxony, who receded from the 
“ treaty of Nymphenburgh.” But we know, that his Prufian 
majefty had acquired all, or more than he wanted ; and was jea- 
lous that France, under the difguife of a guarantee of the treaties 
of 
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of Wefiphalia, would ruin, inftead of preferve, the conftitutional 
liberties of the empire. And Mr. Voltaire, though he makes no 
mention of it, well knew, that the treaty of Bre/aw was obtained 
by the negociation of the earl of Hyndford, who never quitted his 
Pruffian majefty till the treaty was concluded: betides, his 
Britannic majefty guarantied the execution of both the prelimi- 
nary definitive treaties, which were only regarded by the king 
of Pruffia the while he found it confiftent with his intereft. 


As Mr. Voltaire has particularly diftinguifhed the action of 
Sabay in favour of the French, he ought to have done equal juf- 
tice to the Auftrians, by taking notice of the engagement of Teia, 
where princé Charles of Lorrain obtained a greater advantage over 
the duke of Bouffers, than the marfhals Belleifle and Broglio ob- 
tained over prince Lobhowitz at Sahay ; though the nature of each 
engasement was very fimilar. 


The Aufrians invefted Prague with 60,000 men, which was 
defended by 28,000 French. ‘The latter were put to fuch diftrefs, 
that marfhal Mai//ebois was fent with 40,000 men to their relief ; 
but he was obliged to return with the lofs of half his army. 
However, marfhal Be/leife made a glorious retreat from Prague, 
and Mr. Voltaire has done juftice to his character ; obferving, that 
this city, which had been taken in half an hour, was happily 
evacuated, after a fiege anda blockade of five months. 


It is true, his Britannic majelty was compelled by marfhal 
Maillebois to a treaty of neutrality; and Mr. Voltaire is right in 
faying, “ that this neceflary and tranfient treaty was made only 
“ to be broke.” The hiftorian has nicely diftinguifhed between 
the condué& of Sir Robert Walpole and lord Carteret: he cannot 
difcommend the one for his love of peace, thougu he confeffes, 
that cardinal Flewry often profited by this timidity, and therefore 
preferved a fuperiority in his negociations: nor is he lavish in the 
praife of lord Carterct, though he acknowledges him to be one 
of the moit learned men in England, and was employed by the 
king in order to convince the nation, that he was as much inclined 
towar as they; as alfo that his lordfhip immediately came into 
higher credit than had ever fallen tg the fhare of Sir Robert. 


Lord Carteret ftudied the promotion of the war ; becaufe he 
found it abjolutely neceflary for the prefervation of the ballance 
of power: which, as Mr. Voltaire remarks, rendered France and 
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England veal principals, under the name of auxiliaries. Anatmy 
was fent into Flanders, in 1742, commanded by the earl of Stair ; 
which might have penetrated into France : but this was prevented 
by the irrefolution of the Dutch , “ which, Mr. Voltaire fays, was 
“ one of the greateft miftakes committed durin z the whole war :” 
and he fays, “ that he was witnefs of the amazement and concern 
“ of lord Stair,” who faid, ‘ that the king his mafter had loftaa 
** opportunity, which he would never meet with again.” 


Mr. Voltaire concifely fhews how the principal powers at war 
engaged the other princes and {tates in their quarrel; which be- 
came fo general, from the extremities of Jta/y to the full extent 
of Germany ; when cardinal Fleury died at the beginning of the 
-year 1743, aged ninety years and feven months ; to whofe cha- 
rater Mr. Voltaire had paid the politeft eulogium, interfperfed 
with feveral beautiful anecdotes. 


The Aufrians were fuccefsful in Bavaria, and the queen of 
Hungary crowned at Prague, while the emperor took fhelter in 
Aug fourgh and Frankfort. His Britannic majefly was at this 
time in his Hanoverian dominions, and his army marching into 
Germany: upon which, the emperor employed prince Wiliam of 
Heffe-Caffel to offer terms of accommodation, who negociated the 
bufinefs with lord Carteret at Hanau. Mr. Voltaire does not fo 
much as mention where this negociation was carried on: a recon- 
ciliation was propofed ; lord Carteret was fincere in the terms ; 
and the emperor was to have fix millions of florins a year : but 
the regency of England undertook to annul the treaty ; though it 
was evidently advantageous to Great-Britain and her ailies, if 
any peace was to be made at all. ‘The treaty of Worms was con- 
cluded with the king of Sardinia, which perpetuated the war: 
while the negociations of the emperor at Hazau were rejected, 
which would have fettled a peace ; and when his Praffian majeity 
afterwards broke through the treaty of Bre/azw, and again took 
up arms againft the queen of Hungary, he founded his juttification 
on the rejection of the treaty of Hanau. 


The confederate army, commanded by marfhal Stair, advanced 
into the heart Germany ; where it was joined by his Britannic 
majefty, and the duke of Cumberland. Marfhal Nocilles was fent 
With a French army, to attack the Emg/i/> wherever he found 
them ; and the Engi marfhal was ordered to oblige the Freach 
# leave Germany. Both thefe commanders had diltinguithed their 
saa! So abilities, 
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‘dbilities, and Mr. Voltaire pays equal refpe‘t to both their cha- 
raéters : but hz fays, that marfhal Neai/les, by a particular ope- 
ration, gained a fuperiority in the field ; for the allied army had 
taken up their head quarters at Ahaffenburgh, “ which, Mr. 
“ Voltaire fays, was a fatal ftep, and contrary to the opinion af 
«“ marfhal Stair.” The French marfhal cut off all communiica- 
tion between the country and the allies, who were blocked up, 
and almoft ftarved: upon which Mr. Voltaire fays, “* that his 
“ Britannic majefty found himfelf under a neceflity of retreating 
“ towards Havax to feck provifions in the road to Frankfort.” It 
is very true that the allies wanted provifions ; for the men had 
nothing but ammunition-bread, and water, or four wine, for a 
confiderable time. But there were other motives for bringing on 
the battle of Dettingen, which have efcaped the obfervation of 
Mr. Voltaire: for, as 12,000 Heffians and Hanoverians were 
marching to join the allies, and as their junction was cut off by 
the French, his Britannic majefty had this for a principal reafon 
of marching the army back to Havau, to join this reinforcement, 
and render him formidable enough to difpute the field with the 
French, who were greatly fuperior in number: befides, marfhal 
Noailles had alfo his reafon for attacking the confederates before 
this junction could be effected ; becaufe he had alfo received in- 
telligence that, general Berenclau was marching towards the Maine 
with 16,000 Au/rians. 


Mr. Voltaire fays, “ that on the 26th of Zune, in the middle 
“ of the night, the king of Exgland gave orders for his army to 
“ decamp, without beat of drum, when he ventured upon this 
“ precipitate and dangerous, but neceflary march.” He alfo 
fays, “ that the allies were galled by two batteries :” they were 
fo, and by three others: the cannonading was violent on both 
fides ; and an engagement foon enfued. 


Marfhal Noailles had laid an excellent plan to ruin the allies ; 
but this was difconcerted, as Mr. Voltaire obferves, by one fingle 
moment of impatience, in the duke of Grammont, who was 
nephew to the marfhal, and very advantageoufly pofted, with 
thirty fquadrons, and five brigades of infantry, to oppofe the 
march of the allies, “ who, Mr. Vo/taire fays, were 50,000 men :” 
but this was a miftake ; for there were only 16,000 Englifs, 
16,000 Hanoverians, and 12,000 Auftrian, when they entered 
Germany, and thefe were now reduced to 37,000: while ‘the 
bear nn E 2 whol 
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whole army under marfhal Noai/les, after the detachment of 
12,000 men fent to favour the retreat of marfhal Broglio, 
amounted to 58,000 men. The French had pafled the Maine in 
the night, and before the allies began to march: though Mr. 
Voltaire fays, “« that the river was not paffed by the French, before 
*< they perceived the allies in motion.” He acknowledges that 
the French fell into the very fnare they had laid for their enemies ; 
and he does equal juftice to both armies, and their commanders ; 
obferving, that the battle continued three hours, but that the 
terms were very unequal ; becaufe courage alone was engaged 
againt valour, number, and difcipline. 


It fhould not be omitted, that Mr. Vo/taire mentions two ftriking 
incidents in this battle : the one of the young count of Bouffers, 
who was only ten years and a half old, yet was in the engage- 
ment, and received a mortal wound bya cannon ball: the other 
of the duke of Cumberland, who was wounded himfelf, yet would 
not fuffer the furgeons to drefs him, till they had dreffed the wound 
of a French officer who was brought near his tent. Mr. Voltaire 
frys, “ the lofs was pretty equal in both armies ; and that the 
« allies loft 2231 killed and wounded ; which was the calculation 
« given by the Englis, who feldom diminifh their own lofs, or 
“ exaggerate that of their enemy :” but the Exg/i owned to the 
lofs of 2500 men ; and we have been told that the French loft 
Gooo ; though, perhaps, Mr. Voltaire may be right ; who fays, 
that he met marfhal Stair fome weeks after the battle, and took 
the liberty to afk him, what he thought of the affair of Destingen, 
when that general replied, “ I think, that you committed one 
« miftake, and we two: yours was the pafling the hollow way, 
“and not having patience to wait: ours was firft expofing 
“ ourfelves to deftruction, and then not making a proper ufe of 
“ our viGtory.” Mr. Voltaire has not explained the latter part 
ofthis fpeech ; though he knew, that it was recommended by 
marfhal Stair to purfwe the advantage, and attack marfhal Noai, les 
early in the morning ; which advice was rejeéted, and the allies 
marched to Hanau, leaving their wounded to be taken care of by 
the French: fo that this indecifive battle prevented any farther 
hoftility. However, the allies joined the Hanoveriaus and Hefians ; 
which obliged the French to think of proteciing their own domi- 
nions, inftead of lofing their men in Germany, where, according to 
Mr. Voltaire, they had fent above 120,000 men ; out of which, 
marthal Broglio brought back only 39,000, and was then ba- 
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nifhed the conrt, in complaifance to the emperor: ‘ while an 
« offenfive war, which firft began at the gates of Vienna, turned 
« into a defenfive one on the banks of the Rbine; and ten 
«: different armies were engaged in this general difpute.” 


Mr. Voltaire then takes notice of the intended invafion againft 
England, in favour of the houfe of Stuart : he fays, * that cir- 
“ cumftances were extremely favourable for fuch an enterprize ; 
* but that the weather rendered it unfuccefsful.” 


The French had been intently employed in augmenting their 
fleet ; and a Spanifh {quadron had been for two years blocked 
up in Toulon by a Britifh fquadron: but the French took the 
Spaniards under their protection, and the combined fleet failed 
out of Toulon, with a view of efcaping or fighting the BritiZ 
fquadron, and affifting his Sici/ian majefty. Admiral Matthews 
met, and fought the combined fleet of France and Spain, on the 
12th of February 1743-4. Mr. Voltaire fays, “ the Spanif 
«« fquadron confifted of twelve fail, which were joined by fourteen 
“ French fhips, four frigates, and three fire-fhips, under the com- 
«* mand of monfieur de Court ; and that the Briti feet confilted 
“ of forty-five fail, five frigates, and four fire-fhips :” but here he 
is manifeftly miftaken ; for the Briti/ flect confifted of only twenty- 
eight fhips of the line, with ten frigates from twenty to fifty guns, 
and two fire-fhips. He has reprefented the battle with great 
candour, and owns the fuperiority of number was of no fervice to 
the Engli/h ; becaufe the rear, commanded by vice-admiral Lefoch, 
was four miles diftant: he does not mention the lofs on either 
fide : but there were about 400 men killed and wounded in the 
Britifh fleet, and ahout 1000 in the combined fleet ; the latter of 
which proceeded to Carthagena and Barcelona ; while the former 


‘retired to Port-Mahex : on which account Mr. Voltaire takes oc- 


cafion to fhew how advantageous the pofieflion of the ifland of 
Minorca has been to Great- Britain, 


Admiral Matthews fought bravely ; and monfieur de Court 
fhewed himfelf an excellent officer : but their merit was far from 
being rewarded. The Freach admiral was difgraced for faving the 
Spaniards ; and the Briti admiral was broke for fighting them ! 
But Mr. Voltaire obferves, “ that both thefe commanders julftified 
“ the conduét of each other : and that, if it was cruel to be ac- 
“* cufed by the very friends for whom they fought, it was glorious 
* to be acquitted by the enemy !” 
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This makes the contlufion of the firft part of Mr. Voltaire’s 
excellent hiftory, which abounds with elegance, corrected by 
judgment. None but a gentleman of the greateft penetration in 
puhlic affairs, could have comprized fo many interefting matters 
in fo fmall a compafs : and none but a man of honour would have 
fo much divefted him(felf of national prejudice. 


{ The remarks on the fecond part of this intercfing hiflory ewvill be 
continued in the next number.} 


R. 





The following letter written (as we imagine) to ridicule 
certain modern authors, who in order to give probability to 
fition, and importance to trifles, make ufe of initial letters 
with a view of CONCEALING what never exi/fed, and 
tickling the imaginations with a feather, is inferted for 
the benefit of thofe, who have candour enough only to 
éaugh, at what they cannot approve. 


A letter of the utsnoft confequence, containing the principles of all 
languages, from Mifs Z—— to Mifs A . 
* Dear Mis A » 
e HE affair of count Be is now the common talk of 
as T the town. The violation of mifs;C——’s honour has 
** roufed the refentment of the duke of D——. The earl of 
E—— has applied (though, I am afraid, to no purpofe) to 
major-general F——., whofe difpofition, my dear, you know, 
** is furious and diflipated. In fhort, he declares he will come 
to no terms, till he has had a converfation with captain H——. 
Is it not aftonifhing, my angel, that captain H » who is a 
man of no letters, and an half-pay officer, fhould be thought 
to be of proper authority to arbitrate this bufinefs? H. 
however has awailed himfelf of the {uperior underftanding of 
“ FackI—. Fack ]-——, (you know his ridiculous way of 
picking his nofe, and fcratching his monftrous pig-tail’d wig) 
a frightfulcreature !_ Well, but to go on with my ftory : J-— 
** has left it to doctor K——-. Ha! ha! ha! to be fure, if chew- 
** ing of tobacco will do the bufinefs, the doétor will be infallible : 
“but would you think it? The matter is fhufled off from Dr. 
« A —= to Dr, L——, from Dr. Lemme t0 ‘{quire M——., from 
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{quire M—— to Sir Nathan N » from Sir Nathan N— 
to my lord O Mefirs. P-——, 9—~-, R , and 
« §$——.-, have certainly behaved inthe politeft manner in the 
world ; and 7——, notwithftanding the clofet affair, has acted 
really beyond expectation. As for mifs U-—, notdepending 
on her /ingle judgment, fhe called im the affiftance of mifs 
«“ W—. With regard to his excellency count X—— I ay 
« obliged to be filent. 


“ J am, my deareft, deare? MISS, 


“ Yours ever, 


2. des 
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« P.§. You may. depend that in relation to *, and **, and 
« *#**, eternal fecrefy fhall be obferved.” 





OricinaLt Pieces of POETRY. 


SECULAR ODE. 
‘On the Fubilee at Pembroke-College *, Cambridge, in 174% 
I. 


O.D of f{cience, light divine, 
G O’er all the world of learning fhine ; 
Shine fav’ring from th’ etherial way : 
But here with tenfold influence dwell, 
Here all thy various rays compell 
To dignify this joyful day. 
Nor thou, Me/pomene, thy aid refufe, 
Nor leave behind the comic mufe ; 
Mirthful mild, and gravely gay, 
Hither from your thrones away. 
And thou, jolly Bacchus, thalt hafte to come down, 
While the full-flowing + cup with frefh flow’rets we crown ; 
But 





* Founded by Maria de Valentia countefs of Pembroke, whofe 
lord was unfortunately killed in a tournament on his wedding-day, 
upon which his wife devoted herfelf folely to works of religion. 

t Agolden cup, called the foundrefs’s cup, and fuppofed to be 
- old as the college. It is only ufed upon very particular occas 

ions, 
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But boaft not here thy madding influence, 
For clofe befide thee Pallas’ felf fhall ftand, 
And hold thy temerarious hand, 
Forbidding rage to triumph over fenfe. 
And ye, illuftrious-facred hades, 
Who whilom in thefe mufe-refounding glades, 
High in rapture wont to ftray, 
Or trim the learned lamp, till dawn of day, 
Ye blefled fons of happier fates, 
Deign to look down from heav'n and fee 
How lafting {weet the memory, 
Which to eternal fame fair virtue confecrates. 
See, ftill frefh bloom your names thro’ every age, 
Still greatly live along the {peaking page. 


Il. 

But chiefly thou, Dax Spencer, peerlefs bard, 

Sith in thefe pleafaunt groves you ‘gan devife, 
Of Red-crofs knight, and virtue’s high reward, 

And here firft plann’d thy works of vaft emprize, 
Defcend ! nor thy inferior fons defpife, 

Chaunting her praifes on this feftal day, 
Who taught. us, where the road to honour lies, 

Her fteps ftill marking out the arduous way : 
Bleft is the theme I ween, and bleffed be the lay. 


III. 
Behold, in virtue, and in beauty’s pride, 
Behold, at once, a widow and a bride ! 
See all the nuptial revels at a ftand, 
And Hymen’s torch in Libitina’s hand. 
O what a {cene ! — 
But, yonder, from on high, defcend 
Religion, orphan-virtue’s firmeft friend, 
And laurell'd learning, miftrefs of the mufe, 
Who, o’er the arts, fits on an eminence, 
By genius erected, and by fenfe, 
And with unbounded profpeét all things views, 
With gentle hands they raife her drooping head, 
And bid her truft in heav’n, nor wail the happy dead. 
All that is great and good fhe now purfues ; 
She meditates a manfion for the mufe, 
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Nor will fhe lofe a day ; 
To you religion; wifdom and to you, 
She gives that prime, which pleafure calls her due, 
And folly waftes in wantonnefs away, 
She, by no fpecious flow’rs beguil’d, 
That deck imagination’s wild, 
And witlefs youth decoy, 
Chofe learning’s cu/tivated glades, 
And virtue’s ever-blooming fhades, 
That give alone true joy. 
IV. 
To Granta now, where gentle Comus laves, 
The reedy fhore, and rolls his filver waves, 
She flies, and executes, with bounteous hand, 
The work her mighty foul had plann’d, 
And unborn minds fhe forms, and future fouls fhe faves. 
And to enfure that work to endlefs fame, 
Left what can never die, her own illuftrious name. 
Let others, with enthufiafm fill'd, 
Nunneries and convents build ; 
Where, decay’d with fafts and years, 
Melancholy loves to dwell, 
Moaping in her midnight cell, 
And counts her beads, and mumbles o’er th’ unmeaning pray’rs, 
Religious joy, and fober pleafure, 
Virtuous eafe, and learned leifure, 
Society and books, that give 
Th’ important leflon how to live : 
Thefe are gifts, are gifts divine, 
For, fair Pembroke, thefe were thine. 


To the Hon. Mrs. Spencer. 
‘ TENUS, Minerva, Juno, now are friends ; 


The prize is thine, the controverfy ends : 
Envy’s fell torch now lights the lamp of love, 
Beauty and flrength, the eagle and the dove. 
Celeftial blifs, that’s unconfin'd and pure, 
That fhines th’ archangel, and uplifts the poor. 

All hail to beauty’s univerfal charms, 
Vi&orious over {cience, arts, and arms. 
Be Poyntz, be Marupro’ to themfelvesreftor'd ; 
Be lov'd, be fear'd, be envy'd, and ador'd. 
3 Te 
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To the Right Hon. the Earl of DarinctTon, on his being 
appointed Paymafter of his Majefty’s Forces. 


HAT each prophetic mufe foretold is true, 
W And royal juftice gives to worth her due ; 


The Roman fpirit now breathes forth again, 

And virtue’s temple leads to honour’s fane : 

But not alone to thee this grant extends, 

Nor, in thy rife, great Brunfwick’s goodnefs ends. 
Whoe’er has known thy hofpitable dome, 

Where each glad gueft ftill finds himfelf at home ; ’ 
Whoe’er has feen the num’rous poor that wait, 

To blefs thy bounty, at th’ expanded gate ; 
Whoe’er has feen thee general joy impart, 

And fmile away chagrin from ev'ry heart: 

All thefe are happy—pleafure reigns confelt, 

And thy profperity makes thoufands bleft. 





i Gas «ate SS oa. 


STANZAS, octafioned by the GENEROSITY of ihe Englifh, 
to the Difirefed Portuguele. 


_4 Ae. 


I. 
HERE arts and arms aftonifh all the globe; 
V V Where Science fweeps along with Roman micns 
Where more than emprefs in her royal robe, 
The majefty of Liberty is feen ; 
Where countlefs graces croud the circling fhore, 
Is there yet room for one perfe&ion more ? = 
Il. 
Yes, Cuarity ! Religion's darling child ; 
See, the feraphic language of her look ! B 
Without her, anchor'd Hope in vain had fmil'd, 
And heav’n-ey’d Faith had almoft clos'd her book : 
Without her, Virtue barren wou’d remain, 
And Enciisumen, be ENcLIsHMEN in vain. Ss, 


ARION. Bya Boy of Fourteen. _ 
AUTARUM juffa fe precipitavit Arion me 
_ In mare cantator funeris ipfe fui : i , 
Delapfum recipit gelidis amplexibus equor, 
Fatorumque ferax undaque & unda tumet. 
Sed Delphinus adeft,—fed adeft fecumque {alutem, 
Attulit & vati & {quamea terga dedit. 
O hominum feritas! O mollia corda ferarem, 
Blanda magé humanis omnia monitra feris. S. 
EPIGRAM, 
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EPIGRAM, om a bad Hiftory-Painter. 


Tpadas Asvxnaiwrors MevesIpater % Dacdavle 
Zu lass tis Tov lov aki@ eget tH. 

Tos Swis avlys timuoomey aSiG avlos 
Ech wep Dasdovs Acuxaaiwy d° vSarese 





Imitated. 
| Deucalion, "midi the floods, in daggle’d hue, 
| And Phaeton on fire, the Dauser drew. 
} What's of moft worth, and which the beft, he cries ? 
Why, by their properties their worth we'll prize. 
Each rifing pond its own Deuca/ion claims, 
And Phaeton is worthy of the flames. 


EPIGRAM, from MarrTIAL. 
Dic mibi fi fueris tu Leo, qualis eris ? 


F bleft with riches, all the world my flave, 
You afk me, friend, how then I fhould behave ? 
‘How can you leave me thus ’mid{t doubts involv’d, 
This queftion, by another, muft be folv'd. 
Should ‘Yove thy foft humanity withdraw, 
+ Change for the lion’s main, and fang, and paw : 
When thus intrufted, with a brutal pow’r, 
Would you not bully, plunder, and devour ? 
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BAGGATELLES. 


By Charles Conundrum, E/q; @ Graduate of the 
Univerfity of NONSENSE. 


5. Ride, fi fapis. ——Mar rt. 


A notable Piece of Logic ; in which, among other things, 
are determined the Longitude, and Perpetual Motion ; with 
a View to the Art of Flying. 
T is agreed, that whatfoever may, 
That likewife can ; for can doth may obey : 
But who both may, and cay, is more than man ; 
For can May May; but may cam never can / 
S. a ‘a 
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A grand Conundrum, written by Omechund, Poet Laurea 
to the Great Moghal. 


Stands for ding of France, and K. for knave ; 

K. /The univerfal monarch, or the flave. 
f K. fhould in America fueceed ; 

Then K, will be a-merry-K. indeed. 


Win FONIGMA. 


N four jolly legs I ftand up perpendicular, 
My face rubicon’d, verybright and orbicular ; 
' Sometimes, like a bride-maid,.I’m cloathed in white, 
But'am apt to be fluttith, tho’ made very tight ; 
Tho’ inactive all year, yet call me a thief, 
If I’m e’er unemploy’d, fave at fall of the leaf. 


Mystacocts 


Bh Re ho he Poche Koh Rocks: ocRe Paco ee 
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PERORATION. 


ARIETY can deck th’ hiftoric page ; 
And Novelty may lend her youth to age : 
Miufic’s Orphean voite its aid may give, 
And charm the Painter's labours till they live : 
Philofophy may look with fober eye ; 
While Mirth, in contraft, fhakes with laughter by : 
With Cerasy Flora too may crown the hours, 
And deck the ufeful reaper’s hook with flow'rs. © 
Oh! if all thefe our humble toil inay join, 
Bairarn, with trantport; we couldjwihh them thine. 





MORNING 
T he words bya Lady 
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limpid Streams, Reflect his bright en]i 






























































































































































2 
The towring Larks, on rifing Wing, 
Harmonious make the Meadows ring; 
The Blackbirds fwell their Throats: 
Sweet Linnets join the tuneful Lay; 
And hail the bleft Return of Day, 
In foft melodious Notes. 
eo cf . 
In ruftic, Carols, oer the Lawn; 
The Shepherds now Salute the Dawn, 
As they unpen the Fold: 
See, how the Wantons fkip and bound, 
And frolic o’er the daify'd Ground, 
Enlargement to behold. 


The Milkmaid hae with nimble Speed, 
Trips, blithefome, o’er the verdant Mead, 
_~-~~ And fings a rural Tale: 
~ The Herd, well pleas'd, come lowing round: 
While whiftling Ploughmen break the Ground, 
Within the fallow Vale. 
5 
Bright Celia quits her downy Bed, 
By tender ‘pleafing Paffions led, 
To wander in the Grove: 
She feeks the Grot, where once her Swain 
Implord for Pity, {poke his Pain, 
And. - nd. her plighted Love: 
C 
"How chang'd is ev'ry heii She cries! 
"In vain, Oh! SOL; you glorious rife, 
"And all your Pride difplay: 
“"Unheeded fing the tuneful Choir: 
"Nor they, nor you, can Joy infpire, 
"While Damon is aways» 














